
  

MAY  2017 
Volume 31, Issue 5 

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

Notes From Hosanna 
 

. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... 
 
2 General Hosanna Information 
3 Pastor’s Piece 
  A Note from Pastor James 
  A Note from Pastor Anna 
5  Council 
5  Finance Graph  
6  Reformation Challenge 
6  Stewardship 
7  Christian Education & Family Ministries 
  VBS  
  Mental Health Week 
10 Youth 
10 Seniors 
11 Social Justice 
  Riverlands Benefit Concert 
  ICPM 
  LWF Assembly 
  Quilters 
  Community Meals 
15 Communications 
16 People in Our Prayers 
  Prayer List 
  Baptism Anniversaries 
17 The Wider Church 
  Mulhurst Lutheran Camp 
19 From the Church Office 
  Announcements 
  Volunteer Chart and Calendar  



2 

 
     HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 9009-163 St.  T5R 2N8 

780-484-3932     office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
 

 
Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor 
pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 
Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor 
pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780-405-7840 
Sonja Carmichael Director  of Education & Family Ministr ies  
sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
Marg Daly Director  of Music marg@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
Kari Heise Organist       
Lena Nikolic Administrative Secretary office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca   
Cameron Terry Outdoor  Custodian 

Del Bennett: Care  780-487-4062 
Marlene Grinde: Seniors, Fellowship  780-484-1733 
Rick Hernder: Treasurer , Finance  780-483-1505 
Ray Janke: Stewardship  780-244-3815 
Doug Jahns: Chair , Communications, Personnel  780-436-8161 
Sonja Myroon: Secretary, Worship, Personnel  780-452-1152 
Don Newsom: Proper ty, Capital Development   780-456-5242 
Margaret Sadler: Vice-Chair, Refugee Support, Personnel 780-435-3025 
Cindy Schriner: Education, Social Justice  780-453-3167 
Greg Springate: Youth  780-430-4543 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

OUR MISSION          

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church equips God’s 

people of all ages for 

Christian witness and 

service through worship, 

learning, fellowship and 

spiritual care. 

 

OUR VISION          

Empowered by dynamic 

and creative liturgical 

Lutheran worship, Ho-

sanna Lutheran Church 

will lead Edmonton in 

equipping Christians for 

spiritual growth and 

service.  

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

May 7 4th Sunday of Easter 9am & 11am Holy Communion 

May 14 5th Sunday of Easter 10am Holy Communion 

May 21 6th Sunday of Easter 10am Holy Communion 

May 28 7th Sunday of Easter 10am Holy Communion 
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A  NOTE  FROM  PASTOR  JAMES 

Lent’s Over: Now What? 
  
Well everyone, Lent has come to an end - 
happy Easter! We no longer have to con-
cern ourselves with whatever it was that 
we gave up for Lent (be that coffee, candy, 
chocolate, etc.).  Easter is here! We can 
just go right back to living our lives the 
way we did prior to Lent, right? Woo-hoo, 
let the good times roll! 
 
Not so fast. 
 
This mentality, it seems, is one of the big-
gest challenges facing many of us as Chris-
tians who adopt some form of self-denial 
or other Lenten discipline and then blow it 
all in the self-indulgence of Easter. 
 
For weeks we prepared ourselves for the 
high feast of the Church.  Then, once we 
reach Easter, it is ever so tempting (at 
least for myself) to simply revert to same-
old, same-old.  To do so, however, seems 
to be rather counterproductive. 
 
Now I’m not saying that we should live the 
rest of the year out as if we are in Lent 
24/7, but Lent ought to change the way we 
lived our lives in some way.  Or else, what 

did Lent really accomplish for us in a last-
ing way? We must learn to break this type 
of habit, especially when coming out of 
Lent.  
 
For me, it is not so much about denial as it 
is more about adopting positive behaviors 
and patterns. The idea of Lent is not so 
much that we simply give up things, but 
that we replace them with more positive 
practices. For example, when fasting you 
are encouraged to spend the time you 
would normally be preparing food/eating 
in prayer or some other positive practice. 
The money you might save on food could 
be redirected to a charitable cause. (Or ex-
changing sitting on the couch watching TV 
is replaced by walking or some other activ-
ity.) 
 
I challenge you (and me), to really take 
something from our Lenten experience 
and apply it to our daily living.  Perhaps it 
is continuing to use a daily devotional, or 
reducing our intake of those things that 
are, how shall we say, less-than-healthy. I 
am hoping to keep up my step count and 
maybe lose a few more pounds. What 
about you?  
 
Happy Easter! 
 
Pastor James 



4 

A NOTE  FROM PASTOR  ANNA 

A Note from Pastor Anna                    
on Getting Well 

 

One of the great joys of being a pastor at 
Hosanna is our calling to visit people. 
There lots of kinds of visits, and each one 
offers it own opportunity for community 
and love. The Hosanna Care committee, 
with its 9 volunteers, knows and shares 
these joys with me. To be invited into 
someone's life, be it at their home, in a 
care facility, or in the hospital is an hon-
our. To bring the Word, the love and com-
munity of God, and the sacrament of Holy 
Communion to those in our community 
who are unable to regularly be in church is 
a gift that gives not 
only to the person 
we visit but to the 
one who does the 
visiting.  

 

As I sit at my desk I 
am again preparing 
for carpel tunnel 
surgery. When the 
hospital phoned to 
set the date to do 
my right wrist I was 
pleased but also full 
of apprehension. To 
be unwell, for whatever reason, is hum-
bling. Being ill or injured requires us to 
face the facts that we cannot do it all. We 
cannot always take care of ourselves. We 
have concrete limitations. And all these 
facts can be hard to face.  

 

And then God sent me a miracle. God sent 
a Care visitor to see me. She came in to 
share with me the powerful experience she 
had recently had sharing the Word of God 
with others. As she was leaving she said: 
“when you have next surgery please know 
I will come and help in any way I can. I 
know your mum lives on the far side of 
town, and I am just down the street. If I 

can help please let me know.” God heard 
the silent cries of my heart, and my fear, 
and sent someone to me to remind me I 
am not alone and there are people all 
around who are willing to reach out and 
offer me their support and care.  

 

There are many things in this life that we 
try to get in order, or to prepare for, yet 
somehow the reality that we will all face ill 
health is a challenge to all of us. It is a 
challenge to me, how about you? Here is 
the thing: we all face times and experienc-
es where our health, or lack thereof, leaves 
us feeling and being vulnerable. But none 
of us are without hope. We have a God 

who loves us and 
listens to us when 
we pray. We have a 
community that is 
willing to reach out 
and freely offer 
their support. And 
James and I are 
honoured when 
people let us know 
what is going on 
with them, so that 
we can accompany 
them as they jour-
ney down the un-
straight road of life.  

 

So here's me, hoping my personal strug-
gles will allow each of you to know it OK to 
not be well, to be vulnerable, or to be in 
need. May you let God and others help 
you, as I am going to do. Ask and you will 
receive, at least in terms of Care from your 
community at Hosanna. Blessings for you 
all, in sickness and in health.  

 

Pastor Anna 
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NOTES FROM 
COUNCIL 
 

Items of note from 
the April 19 Council 
Meeting: 
1.   Hosanna's 2017 
Anniversary Desig-
nation - Offerings 
given in recognition 
of Hosanna’s Anni-
versary will be desig-
nated for one or two 
of the ELCIC Refor-
mation Challenges 
(http://elcic.ca/
Reformation Chal-
lenge/).  Three of the 
challenges are under-
funded at present.  
2.    El Salvador in-
formation session 
May 28 - All are in-
vited to attend an in-
formation session af-
ter our worship ser-
vice on May 28 for an 
update of our rela-
tionship with our sis-
ter congregation Di-
vine Redeemer Lu-
theran Church in San 
Miguel, El Salvador.  
At the annual meeting 
we learned there are 

potential challenges 
from CRA regarding 
our financial support 
of Divine Redeemer.  
Please plan to attend 
this information ses-
sion as we learn about 
possible directions for 
our relationship.  
3.    Summer Stu-
dent - Hosanna has 
successfully applied 
for a Summer Job 
Grant which will fund 
a student 
for nine 
weeks of 
employ-
ment.  A 
budget allo-
cation of $1500 and 
an EI rebate of $652 
will allow the congre-
gation to hire the stu-
dent for fourteen 
weeks.  Emily, who 
has been the summer 
student the previous 
two years, has ex-
pressed interest in 
having this position. 
4.    Financial Sta-
tus - For the month 
of March 2017 we re-

alized a small surplus 
of $770 due in part to 
a GST rebate of 
$2,477 and an EI re-
bate of $652 leaving 
us with a year-to-date 
deficit of $9,962.  As 
mentioned previous-
ly, the first three to 
four months provide 
our biggest challenge 
with large one-time 
expenses.  The offer-
ings for the first four 

Sundays of 
April would 
indicate we will 
most likely re-
ceive sufficient 
funds to cover 

our average $30,000 
to $31,000 monthly 
expenses, however it 
will not help address 
our year-to-date defi-
cit or the $5,400 an-
nual insurance re-
newal (our biggest 
one-time expense) 
which came due in 
April.  At this time it 
appears that by the 
end of April we may 
have a year-to-date 

deficit of approxi-
mately $15,000.  For 
most of us individual-
ly this could be an in-
surmountable chal-
lenge, however as a 
community working 
together this chal-
lenge can be met.  As 
an example, if each of 
our roughly 150 offer-
ing envelope holders 
could give an average 
of an additional $100, 
this deficit could be 
eliminated.  Together 
we have overcome 
these challenges in 
the past.  We must go 
forward with confi-
dence believing that 
we as a congregation 
together with God's 
help can meet this 
challenge too. 
 

Thank you to the con-
gregation for your 
continued prayers 
and support for Ho-
sanna's ministry. 
 

Respectfully,           
Douglas Jahns on behalf 
of Hosanna Church 
Council 

http://elcic.ca/Reformation%20Challenge/
http://elcic.ca/Reformation%20Challenge/
http://elcic.ca/Reformation%20Challenge/
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STEWARDSHIP 

Consider PAR (automatic 
debits) to cover vacation 
absences 

PAR automatic monthly trans-
fers from our bank accounts to 
Hosanna’s operating account 
make our commitments easy 
and regular, reduce the weekly 
task of counting offerings 
AND take care of offerings 
during our absences. PAR 
forms are always availa-
ble on the Stewardship 
kiosk or at the Black 
Counter in the Narthex. 
You may give completed 
forms to Colleen Jahns, 
Hosanna’s Financial Sec-
retary (sealed envelope in 
her Hosanna mailbox, or call 
her at 780-436-8161). 
 

VOLUNTEERS RECOGNI-
TION over 4 Sunday ser-
vices from May 21 to June 
11 

Volunteers cover more than 
100 services at Hosanna, fill-
ing at least double that many 
volunteer positions. Many vol-
unteers serve in more than 
one role. We invite you to 
come and be recognized 
by category during and 

after the worship services 
on the following Sundays: 

 May 21:  Council 
(including the members, 
Auditors, Refugee Support 
Group); Social Justice 
(including the Committee, 
Backpacks and Breakfasts, 
Bottomless Cookie Jar, 
Champions for Change, 
Community Meals, El Sal-
vador Support Group (and 
Heritage Day ticket 
sellers), Food Bank Depot, 
Food4Good, ICPM Bissell 
Lunch, Quilters, Winter 
Warming Ecu Ministry, 
and any others).  

 May 28:  Capital Devel-
opment (including the 
Committee, Electricians, 
Painters, Plumbers, Build-
ers, and other workers); 
Property Care 
(including the Committee, 
grounds and interior clean
-up workers, window 
washers, general repairers 
and maintenance and oth-
er workers; Communica-
tions (including the 
Committee, writers, de-
signers and other contrib-
utors); Finance (including 
the Committee, officers 

and offering counters). 

 June 4:  Education 
(including the Committee, 
Adult Forum, Bible Study 
leaders, Epiphany Party 
volunteers, Librarian, 
Sunday School, Vacation 
Bible School); Youth 
(including the Committee, 
event co-leaders, fund-
raising coordinators); Fel-
lowship (including the 
Committee, event volun-
teers, Sunday morning 
coffee service, Funeral Ca-
tering volunteers); Stew-
ardship (including the 
Committee, Volunteers 
Contact Team). 

 June 11:  Worship and 
Music (including the 
Committee, Altar Guild, 
Choir and other musi-
cians, Communion Assis-
tance, Scripture Reading, 
Sound and Light, Usher-
ing, Worship Assistance, 
Hymn selection); Care 
(including the Committee, 
Shut-ins Communion, 
Hospital and home visi-
tors, Prayer Chain); Sen-
iors officers and or-
ganizers; Volunteers out-
side named groups. 

2017 marks the 
500th anniversary 
of the Reformation 
The Lutheran World 
Federation encour-
ages Lutherans 
around the world to 
lift up this commemo-
ration. 
 

Join with Lutherans 

across Canada and 
take 
the Reformation 
Challenge as we 
commemorate the 
500th anniversary of 
the Reformation and 
demonstrate our ex-
citement for the 
theme Liberated by 
God's Grace. 
 

The Reformation 
Challenge calls us 

to: 
 Sponsor 500 refugees 
to Canada 

 Provide 500 schol-
arships for ELCJHL 

schools 

 Plant 500,000 
trees 
Give $500,000 to the 

LWF Endowment 

As of April 28th ….click here for details: 
http://elcic.ca/reformationchallenge/  

REFORMATION 

http://elcic.ca/reformationchallenge/
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Although most of the 
education programs 
at Hosanna will start 
winding down during 
the month of May, 
this does not mean 
that our Christian 
education comes to a 
stop for the summer.  
It gives us a chance 
to meet God and de-
velop our relation-
ship with him and 
with each other in a 
different way.  It 
challenges us to 
think of ways to nur-
ture our faith in the 
home and not rely on 
the church as the 
sole provider of 
Christian education.  
Where is God calling 
us to grow and learn 
this summer?   

Adult Forum 

May 7  - A Story of 
Healing and 
Hope.  May 1-7 is 
Mental Health week 
in Canada. May 7 is 
National Child and 
Youth Mental Health 
Day.  This forum will 
share a story of heal-
ing and hope of two 
parents who lost 
their son to suicide 
when he was 24.  
Mental illness and 
especially suicide are 
topics rarely dis-
cussed at church. 
These parents pro-
vide a challenging 

but hopeful 
message to 
congregations 
to reduce the 
stigma of 

mental illness and 
provide more sup-
ports to those experi-
encing mental disor-
ders. Join us to dis-
cuss this challenging 
issue and how faith 
and congregational 
support have a role 
in helping individu-
als and families deal 
with mental illness.
(Presented by Di-
anne Kieren, mem-
ber of Congregation-
al Action and Re-
sponse for Mental 
Health ministry team 
of the Synod.) 

This will be the last 
Adult Forum of the 
season.  See you back 
in the fall!  Many 
thanks to Marg Daly 
for organizing and 
hosting the forums 
this year – and 
providing food!  If 
you or your commit-
tee would like some 
forum time, it is not 
too early to start 
thinking ahead. 
Please contact Sonja 
regarding booking 
fall forum time or to 
offer your leadership 
in this area.   

Thursday Morn-
ing Bible Study 

Bible Study will con-
tinue to meet on 
Thursday mornings 
at 10:00 till about 

11:30 through the 
month of May. The 
group is a great way 
to learn more about 
the upcoming Sun-
day lesson while get-
ting to know each 
other better – and 
having a lot of fun at 
the same time.  If 
you have not been 
part of this group 
(yet!), come and give 
it a try or plan to 
make it part of your 
fall schedule.  A big 
“thank you” to Del 
Bennett for leading 
this study group and 
to Pastor Len Stengel 
for his guidance. 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

This month’s study 
will be held on Fri-
day, May 12th at 
7:30pm at Belmead 
Community Hall 

(9109 - 182 Street) 
hosted by Dana. We 
are currently doing a 
study on the Lord’s 
Prayer.  As usual, all 
women are welcome 
to come for a time of 
study, fellowship and 
fun!  

A big “thank you” to 
the wonderful teach-
ers, opening leaders 
and Sunday School 
coordinators who 
have made our Sun-

day School program 
such a success this 
year.  Many willing 

volunteers have as-
sisted over the year 
but special mention 
and thanks go out to: 

 Connie Litzen-
berger, Karolin 
Skogsrud and 
Monika Edwards - 
teachers for the 
Preschool – Grade 
1 class 

 Beth Hendricksen, 
Del Bennett, Trina 
Uwiera, Connie 
Halliwell and Lori 
Betke - teachers 
for the Grade 2-6 
class 

 Miriam Veugelers 
and Tyra Heise – 
music leaders of 
our opening time 

 Cindy Schriner 
and Juli Zinken - 
Sunday School co-
ordinators   and 
subs 

 and others who 
have filled in from 
time to time 

 
Although regular 
Sunday School clas-
ses wrap up for the 
year on May 7th, we 
are planning a prayer 
partner event on 
June 4 after worship 
– Planting!  And it’s 
Pentecost Sunday so 
remember to wear 
red! 
 

                                         



8 

We encourage fami-
lies to be involved in 
worship, especially 
over the summer 
months.  Why not 
sign up to usher as a 
family, be readers, 
help with altar guild, 
provide special mu-
sic, or even count of-
fering?  Think about 
how your family can 
contribute – or ask 
Sonja for ideas.  This 
is a wonderful way to 
teach kids about the 
various roles in wor-
ship and to make 
them truly feel like a 
valuable member of 
the congregation. 

The Sunday School 
Coordinators are al-
ways looking for new 
teachers and leaders.  

Teaching teams allow 
flexibility for the 
teachers to choose 
when and how often 
they would like to 
teach and there are 
always 2 teachers in 
each classroom.  If 
you would be inter-
ested in being part of 
a teaching team for 
one of our classes in 
the fall, if you are in-
terested in overall 
planning of the Sun-
day School program 
including special 
events, or if you have 
other gifts that you’d 
like to share with our 
Sunday School kids, 
please talk to Sonja.   

Prayer Partners 

We’ve had a hard 
time this Spring try-

ing to schedule a 
prayer partner event 
around all the vari-
ous activities (adult 
forums, pre- and an-
nual meetings, teach-
ers’ convention, 
spring break, Easter, 
etc.)  Plans are to 
have one more mini 
event before 
the summer.  
On June 4 
after wor-
ship, part-
ners will 
plant a plant together 
to brighten up the 
front of the church.  
It’s Pentecost Sunday 
so we’ll plant red ge-
raniums!   

Prayer partners have 
been a wonderful 
way for our Sunday 

School kids to get to 
know some of the 
older generation – 
and vice versa.  Over 
the summer, part-
ners are encouraged 
to stay in touch, may-
be sitting together in 
church or even sign-
ing up to usher to-

gether, send-
ing a post-
card while 
on vacation, 
or other 
small way of 

reminding each other 
that you care and are 
praying for one an-
other.  If you have 
something special 
that you would like 
the other to pray 
about, let them 
know! 

VBS - It’s the vacation of a lifetime! 

Last year we went to Egypt, this year our trav-
el destination is Rome!  And it’s all free! 

Bring your entire family to the ancient city of 
Rome!  You’ll travel back into Bible 
times – without setting foot outside 
our community – and without the 
cost of flights, hotels or food! 

Each day, become part of history as 
you see, hear, touch and even taste 
what it was like to live in Rome dur-
ing Bible times!  You’ll explore authentic mar-
ketplace shops, visit the Apostle Paul (who’s 
under house arrest), sneak to the cave where 
the underground church meets, take part in 
games, sing and dance to lively music, and 
sample tasty tidbits as you discover more 
about the early church.  These experiences 
make God’s Word come alive with new mean-
ing for all who participate! 

Hosanna’s Vacation Bible School runs this 
summer from July 9-13 (Sunday through 
Thursday).  We’ll kick off the week with a Ro-

man marketplace for the whole family and 
community with food, games, and crafts on 
Sunday afternoon from 4:00 – 7:00pm, then 
return Monday – Thursday evenings from 
6:30 – 8:15pm. Each evening we’ll learn more 

about the life of Paul and the early Chris-
tian church. 

We were blessed again last year with 
such great support from all generations 
at Hosanna.  The kids loved seeing adults 
and youth in character roles. Those who 
volunteered had great fun helping out 

with the marketplace, at craft and other activi-
ty stations and interacting with the kids dur-
ing VBS. There’s lots of opportunity for you to 
get involved this year as well – both in plan-
ning and making the program happen!  

Don’t miss being part of this fun faith-forming 
week as we discover together how God works 
in our lives – and please help get the word out 
and invite your friends, neighbours and rela-
tives to take part!  Please let Sonja know how 
you might be interested in helping or if you 
have any questions about what’s involved. 
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Mental Health Week 

Mental Health Week in Can-
ada is May 1-7.  This is a na-
tional event to encourage 
people from all walks of life 
to learn, talk, reflect and en-
gage others on all issues re-
lating to mental health.  One 
fifth of Canadians in any year 
experienced a mental health 
problem or illness.  In addi-
tion, 1.6 million Canadians 
report their mental health 
care needs are not being met.  
The efforts we make to deal 
with mental health issues are 
an investment in the mental 
wealth of our population.   

There still is a great deal of 
stigma about mental health 
issues.  Communities of faith 
can be a means of breaking 
the silence about these issues 
because these communities 
can be a source of hospitali-
ty, healing and hope.  A re-
cently posted story of one 
man’s journey with mental 
illness and the role of the 
church for him is found at 
http://
www.anglicanjournal.com/
articles/the-church-and-the-
mentally-ill.   

The Congregational Action 
and “REsponse for Mental 
Health (CARE) ministry of 
the Alberta Synod also pro-
vides resources on mental 
health for congregations to 
use.  www.albertasynod.ca. 

 National Child and 
Youth Mental Health 
Day is May 7th.  Youth are 
the future of our nation.  
How can we support them 
and make sure that when 
they experience a mental 
health issue they are heard 
and given the help they need.  
It is estimated that about 1 in 
5 children or adolescents in 
the US and 
Canada may 
have a mental 
health problem 
that can be 
identified and 
treated. One in 
20 may have a 
serious emo-
tional disturb-
ance like de-
pression. Such issues severe-
ly disrupt the person’s ability 
to function socially, academi-
cally and emotionally.  Sui-
cide is a very serious threat 
to youth with serious mental 
health issues. Canada’s youth 
suicide rate is the 3rd highest 
in the world.  

How can we support the 
mental health of our youth? 
We can start by encouraging 
caring conversations about 
mental health with our 
youth.  When 400 young 
people were asked How 
would you like to have adults 
talk to you about your men-
tal health, they had some 
great ideas.  Caring conver-

sations between youth and 
adults had these elements:
( see www.FamilySmart.ca/
programs/may-7th/) 

Acknowledgement:  “I’m 
here for you and I validate 
your feelings or thoughts”, 
“It’s going to take time”, “ 
You are important and de-
serve love and support” You 
are not your mental illness,” 
“What you’re feeling is val-
id”, “We can work through it 
together”. 

Praise: “You are awesome”, 
“I’m proud of you!!” “You’re 
generous”  “You look great!” 

Open, Inviting Ques-
tions :  “Are you having any 

trouble with 
homework?  “How 
can I help?” “ 
What do you need 
right now? “ 
“Come talk to 
me,” “ I don’t 
know what to tell 
you, but I will al-
ways listen and 
care for you”.  

“Let’s get help?”  “Wanna 
talk about it?” 

Uncategorized  : “I love 
you”, “Give hugs”,” Take all 
the time you need I will be 
here” 

Reassurance: “Trust m e, 
I love you so much.” “I be-
lieve in you”. “ If you need 
space have it but I’ll always 
be here to listen”, “I’m here 
for you no matter what hap-
pens.”  

Make our homes and congre-
gations safe places to have 
conversations with our youth 
about mental health issues.    

http://www.albertasynod.ca
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YOUTH SENIORS 

Hosanna Youth Update 

I are so glad for the youth that came out 
during the month of April to our youth 
events. Helena did a wonderful job 
leading a scavenger hunt at West Ed-
monton Mall for our youth the first 
weekend of April. A big thank you to 
the four volunteers who prepped all the 
food and the Peace Hall for Hosanna's 
Easter Brunch this year. An additional 
thank you to the youth who served 
brunch on Easter Sunday; and to Hele-
na and Sonja for helping with leader-

ship and clean-
up detail.  

 

Hosanna Up-
coming 
Youth 
Events:  

May 5-7 Al-
berta Synod Youth Gathering – the 
youth who are registered to go will 
gather at church at 5pm on Friday May 
5. We will leave for Camp Kuriakos by 
5:30pm. The synod gathering will con-
clude at 2:30pm on Sunday and youth 
will be returned to church by 4:30pm 
on Sunday. I look forward to our time 
away, and I am so glad that Erik, Miri-
am, Toby, Tyra, Jabe, Krystle and I are 
going away on this adventure.  

 

May 20, 4-6:30pm, Youth Spring 
Wrap-Up gathering. Please com e 
out for the last youth event until fall 
featuring games, a fire, hot dogs, and 
s'mores. Please bring your own bever-
age. RSVP to Pastor Anna or Kirstin 
Veugeler by May 17.  

 

Looking forward to our next month of 
shared adventures!  

Pastor Anna  

Hosanna Senior's 

Tuesday 
May 16, 
2pm. 
Join Pas-
tor Anna 
as the 
Senior's 
continue 
our ongo-

ing Bible study on Forgiveness. This is 
the study that was postponed from 
April, and the focus of this study will be 
on Forgiving Others. Come, bring your 
Bible, and we will talk and share and 
study this important and powerful topic. 
This is part 3 of a 6 part study but all are 
welcome and we will happily share our 
insights from previous discussions. 
Looking forward to seeing you! 

Thursday June 29. Join Hosanna's 
Seniors for a trip to Mulhurst Lutheran 
Camp at Pigeon Lake. It is Pioneer Day 
featuring coffee, lunch, tours, a camp-
fire, outdoor games, and a waggon ride 
through the property. Please RSVP to 
the black counter in June, or let your 
phone contact person know if you are 
interested in attending or able to help 
with carpooling.  
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SOCIAL  JUSTICE 

On Saturday, June 10, a 
benefit concert will be held to 
raise funds for a conservation 
easement to be placed (in 
perpetuity) on 236 acres of 
very unusual land in the 
northeast of Edmonton 
(Horse Hills area).  The land 
is owned by Doug Visser, and 
currently hosts three main 
areas, all which are unique: 

 Riverbend Gardens 
(market garden benefitting 
from a unique microclimate, 
proximity to the river and 
rich, sandy loam soil) 

 Lady Flower Gardens (a 5
-acre garden area where 17 
different agencies serving 
agency serving disadvan-
taged Edmontonians plant 
inner city residents plant, 
weed, hoe and harvest, with 
52,000 lbs going to Edmon-
ton’s Food Bank in 2016!) 

 A 75-acre old growth 
forest area (featuring 
medicinal plants) 

 The Edmonton Commu-
nity Foundation (ECF) will 

issue tax receipts for donations (not tickets – they are not tax deductible). 

 Lady Flower Gardens is a not for profit agency that grants free access to groups 
that work with disadvantaged populations to work on the land and is sponsoring the 
benefit concert. 

The concert w ill take place on a yurt built on the actual property.  Attached 
is a handbill and poster, please forward them to people who have a heart for this 
cause.  The concert begins at 8 PM, but all those who have tickets are invited at 6 PM 
for a walk to the river from the yurt so that they can first-hand experience this very 
special piece of land.  A herbalist, Tracy Sharuga, will lead a tour of the unique 
medicinal plants in this area for guests interested in this resource. 

We would also welcome volunteers for the event.  Let Louisa Bruinsma 
(lbruinsma@shaw.ca) know if you would like to volunteer.  (Due to the limited 
capacity of the yurt, volunteers will be expected to still buy a concert ticket.) 

 

mailto:lbruinsma@shaw.ca
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Common Ground 

Reconciliation Events of Inner City 
Pastoral Ministry 

 

Which way reconciliation?  And how?  
These are questions that are being asked 
by many faith communities as they strive 
to engage in meaningful actions in re-
sponse to the final report of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission issued in De-
cember, 2015.  There is surely no one way 
forward, and indeed there are likely as 
many ways as there are persons and 
groups asking these questions.  

 

As part of its in-
tentional ministry 
to build relation-
ships and forge 
friendships with 
the Indigenous 
community in the 
inner city the In-
ner City Pastoral 
Ministry (ICPM) 
has developed a 
program of four 
focus gatherings 
to be held during 
the weeks of the four solstices in 2017.  
The first of these Common Ground events 
was held on March 18th at Alex Taylor 
School.  The focus for this event was bring-
ing together Indigenous and non-
Indigenous youth and young adults focus-
ing on spirituality and prayer.  The turn-
out was tremendous, as roughly 125 peo-
ple packed the gym at Alex Taylor for 
three hours of enthusiastic sharing and 
learning. 

 

Members of any churches are welcome to 
attend the Common Ground events.  You 
will have an opportunity to listen to speak-
ers, participate in learning activities, and 
engage in conversation with others who 

are also looking to develop their own min-
istry of reconciliation with our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters.  The next Common 
Ground event is scheduled for Sat-
urday, June 17th at the Boyle Com-
munity League building gym at 9538 
- 103A Avenue, from 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  Feel free to com e for  part 
or all of this event as you are able to.  
There is no charge for admission.  The 
theme for this event will be Wisdom - fo-
cusing on the wisdom of the elders and 
leaders of the Indigenous community in 
Edmonton and the Capital Region.  Fur-
ther Common Ground events will be held 
in September and December. 

 

ICPM is present-
ing these events in 
partnership with 
the Anglican 
Church of Canada 
Foundation, the 
Edmonton Pres-
bytery of the Unit-
ed Church and the 
Moving Forward 
With Reconcilia-
tion Group of the 
United Church in 
Edmonton. 

 

If you have any questions about this event 
or would like more information on recon-
ciliation activities and initiatives please 
contact me.  We would love to see you on 
June 17th!   

 

John Campbell, Board Chair of ICPM 

ICPM 
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 Bishop Larry is attending as  one of four ELCIC members who are delegates to 
the Assembly (and he has also been nominated from the North America Region to 
serve on the LWF Council) 

 Marcus Busch is attending as a Special Guest w ith a delegation from  Ca-
nadian Lutheran World Relief 

 Margaret Sadler is an Official Volunteer  w ith the Assem bly Com m uni-
cations Team 

There’s a Facebook page and an Assembly website where daily news and activities will 
be shared. Portions of the Assembly will be live-streamed. There are many ways to 
look in and see what we’ll be up to! 

Assembly website: https://www.lwfassembly.org/en 

Assembly Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/lwfassembly/ 

LWF ASSEMBLY 

https://www.lwfassembly.org/en
https://www.facebook.com/lwfassembly/
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QUILTERS 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happen-
ing at Hosanna each Sunday by subscrib-
ing to the e-bulletin Hosanna Happen-
ings that goes out each Thursday, 
along with a listing of the volunteers 
serving in the worship services on the 
coming Sunday. If you would like to join 
the distribution list, please contact Lena 
at office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

The next COM-
MUNITY MEAL 
will be a BBQ  

On SATURDAY, 
MAY 27, 2017. 

 

It's one of the fa-
vourite menus still – 
BBQ beef on a skew-
er, baked potatoes 
with all the trim-
mings, a few sum-
mer salads, buns 
and always a great 
dessert to finish the 
meal!  Some of our 
regular attendees 
know what’s coming 
and will be there for 
sure!  .…which 
means that lots of 
help is needed.  

 

Here's what hap-
pens:  

Friday evening, 
we get some of the 
set up done, and 

do advance food 
preparation 
(depending on the 
menu).  

Saturday 
morning is 
when the tables 
are set, beverages 
are made and the 
"store" is set up, 
while the kitchen 
is busy with cook-
ing the main 
course, tossing sal-
ads, etc.  

Outside the BBQ 
is fired up for the 
beef on skewers.   

When guests 
start to arrive at 
11:45, the hosts 
welcome them 
with a name tag, a 
visit to the store, 
and a seat at a ta-
ble; beverage serv-
ers offer coffee, tea 
or juice.   

The servers find 
their places and 
serving utensils, 
and after grace is 
said, the meal 
starts about 12 
noon. During the 

next hour, door 
prizes are given 
out.   

 As people leave, 
many hands help 
clear the tables, 
and the dishes are 
washed, garbage 
emptied, table-
cloths taken home 
to be laundered, 
and all is tidied 
up.   

Some tasks take 
only an hour, oth-
ers more. Even the 
clean up only takes 
about an hour!  
We are usually all 
done by 2:00 pm.  

 

TO VOLUNTEER: 
see the sign-up 
sheet on the 
Black Counter 
which has details 
as to the times of 

each task (Friday 
& Saturday). 
Then, add your 
name to one or 
more of the are-
as. (Please note 
that some of the cat-
egories have 
changed - be careful 
where you sign up!) 

 

OR:  you m ay 
wish to contact any 
of the Community 
Meal committee 
members below to 
volunteer or if you 
have questions.  

 

THANK YOU, 
from the COMMU-
NITY MEAL COM-
MITTEE:   

Johanna Borle, Ro-
dina Couling, Ruth 
Guse,  Kari Heise, 
Rick Hernder, Ka-
ren & Lyndon 
Moore,   For more 
information, con-
tact:  
johnjo1@telus.net / 
780-444-0893), or 
the church office. 

COMMUNITY MEALS 

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
mailto:johnjo1@telus.net
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

Those who have been ill, at home 
or in hospital, and have asked for 
our public prayers:  Clara Jonsson, 
Ken Hutchings, Marvin Seifert, Perry 
Bodnarchuk, Dale Grinde, Barbara Reid, 
Lynn Kitchen, Mya and Sophia, Bina Ly-
all, Emily Stebner, Pamela and Melina 
Beuerlein, Jodi Rudolph, Eric Lange, 
Tatyanna McGurran, Thelma Ries, 
Marge Parnham, Don Genereux, Ann, 
Janice Black-Stewart, Liam, Carmen, Su-
san Williamson, Toni Treadgold, Brent 
Kinnunen, Walter Brauer, Bill Campbell, 
Keri, James Sloan, Joshua and Abigale 
Post, Gail Fandrick, Melvin Grenier, 
Nicholas and Dominick Harris, Jaimie 
Bolig, the Petersen Family, Ella, Myrna 
Opstaad, John Sims, Royden Schmidke, 
Jane W., Ted Pinchbeck, Jim M., Gail St. 
Denis, Roxanne Bampton, Joanna Oui-
met, Ryan Hintz, David Blake, Peter 
Townsend, Matt Townsend, and Joan. 

GOD’S CHILDREN CELEBRATE MAY  BAPTISM ANNIVESARIES 

To request confidential prayer for 
yourself or for others, contact our Pray-
er Chain Leader: Del Bennett at 780-
487-4062. If you are interested in be-
ing a part of the Prayer Chain, or find-
ing out more about it, contact Del. 

In an effort to manage the public prayer 

list, please consider if the person you re-

quested still requires prayer. Please con-

tact Pastor Anna or the church  office to 

indicate current needs of any  names you 

have submitted.   

01 Herb Dofka 
02 Kade Pohl 
05 John Miller 
05 Marilyn Thompson 
05 Andrea Vogel 
06 Walter Frank 
06 Ava Hendricksen 
10 Merle Boulanger 
10 Christopher Donner 
12 Dale Grinde 
12 Doug White 
14 Allison Crawford 
14 Bina Lyall 
15 Deekon Zytaruk 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

May 2017 

Message 

for  

Congrega-

tions and 

Lay and Rostered 

Leaders  

Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ – 
 

I invite your prayers 
for the 12th Assem-
bly of the Lutheran 
World Federation 
taking place May 10
-16, 2017 in Wind-
hoek, Namibia.  The 
ELCIC will be repre-
sented by four dele-
gates: National 
Bishop Susan John-
son, Rev. Katherine 
Altenburg, Dan Le-
Blanc and my-
self.  In addition, I 
have been nominat-
ed by the North 
American region to 
serve as a council 
member of the 
LWF.  Including 
travel time to Na-
mibia I will be away 
May 7-19. 
 

The Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) is 
a global communion 
of 145 churches in 
the Lutheran tradi-
tion, representing 
over 74 million 
Christians in 98 
countries. Once eve-
ry six years, dele-
gates from the 
member churches 

gather to convene 
an Assembly, and 
set the vision and 
priorities of the 
communion. As well 
as determining the 
direction of the 
LWF, we examine 
issues facing our 
churches, and wor-
ship together in a 
celebration of com-
munion and cultur-
al diversity. As the 
LWF’s supreme au-
thority, the Assem-
bly is responsible 
for safeguarding the 
Constitution, elect-
ing its next set of 
leaders, acting on 
reports, speaking 
out on issues con-
cerning the life and 
witness of member 
churches, and set-
ting the overall di-
rection for the ensu-
ing period. 
 
The theme of this 
Assembly is, Liber-
ated by God’s Grace, 
with sub-themes 
focusing on issues 
pertinent to our 
time: that salvation 
is not a gift that can 
be bought, and that 
exploitation of peo-
ple and environ-
mental degradation 
are critical issues of 
our time that de-
mand our attention. 
 
Each LWF Assem-
bly is unique. It is 
shaped by the his-

torical juncture in 
which it takes place, 
its venue, and the 
people who help 
shape its character, 
define its purposes 
and determine its 
outcomes. The As-
sembly is excited to 
meet in Namibia, a 
country that is 
deeply rooted in the 
Lutheran tradition. 
 

The year 2017 
marks the 500th 
anniversary of the 
Reformation. This 
Assembly is the ven-
ue for its global 
commemoration. 
 

The choice of Na-
mibia as the venue 
for the Twelfth As-
sembly has great 
significance for the 
LWF.  The story of 
the relationship be-
tween the LWF and 
the Lutheran 
churches in Namib-
ia is closely inter-
twined with the na-
tional struggle and 
victory against 
apartheid so that 
justice, freedom and 
dignity could be 
achieved for all Na-
mibians.  To anchor 
the Assembly in Na-
mibia is to epito-
mize and celebrate 
this accompaniment 
made possible by 
the grace of God.  It 
is also significant 
that the global com-
memoration of the 

Reformation is tak-
ing place in Namib-
ia during the As-
sembly.  With Lu-
therans comprising 
half the population, 
Namibia exempli-
fies the way in 
which the Lutheran 
faith has been em-
braced and has ef-
fectively taken root 
in other lands out-
side of Europe. 
Hopes for the 
Twelfth Assembly 
are summed up in 
four key words: joy-
ful, transformative, 
forward-looking, 
outward-looking.  
 

 Joyful – we cel-
ebrate diversity and 
the sense of belong-
ing to one global 
communion; 

 Transforma-
tive – we will devel-
op clear insights 
and a powerful nar-
rative of what it 
means to work to-
gether towards a 
just, peaceful and 
reconciled world; 

 Forward-
looking – we will 
embrace the future 
with courage and 
hope and in this 
process upholding 
the generation that 
embodies this fu-
ture; 
Outward-looking – 
we will strengthen 
ecumenical involve                                                                                                          
ment and engage-
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ment in the world 
through compas-
sionate diaconal 
concern and unwa-
vering passion for 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ 
 

In total, around 800 
participants – in-
cluding nearly 400 
delegates – will 
gather in Namibia. 
The Assembly will 
be hosted by the 
three Lutheran 
member churches: 
Evangelical Luther-
an Church in Na-
mibia, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
the Republic of Na-

mibia and Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church 
in Namibia-German 
Evangelical Luther-
an Church.  These 
churches are joined 
and work together 
through a common 
platform, the United 
Church Council of 
the Namibian Evan-
gelical Lutheran 
Churches. 
  

I encourage you to 
follow the Assembly 
online: 
Website lwfassem-
bly.org 
Instagram 
www.instagram.c
om/lwfassembly/ 

Facebook 
www.facebook.co
m/lwfassembly 
Twitter twit-
ter.com/
lwfassembly 
Youtube bit.ly/
LWFAssem-
blyYoutube 
Assembly hashtag 
#LWFAssembly 
  
And please join me 
in prayer:  
 
Draw your church 
together, O God, in-
to one great compa-
ny of disciples, to-
gether following 
our teacher Jesus 

Christ into every 
walk of life, togeth-
er serving in 
Christ’s mission to 
the world, and to-
gether witnessing to 
your love wherever 
you will send us; for 
the sake of Jesus 
Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  
 
(Evangelical Lu-
theran Worship – 
the mission of the 
church, pg. 75) 
  
In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry 
Kochendorfer 

http://lwfassembly.org/
http://lwfassembly.org/
https://www.instagram.com/lwfassembly/
https://www.instagram.com/lwfassembly/
https://www.facebook.com/lwfassembly
https://www.facebook.com/lwfassembly
https://twitter.com/lwfassembly
https://twitter.com/lwfassembly
https://twitter.com/lwfassembly
http://bit.ly/LWFAssemblyYoutube
http://bit.ly/LWFAssemblyYoutube
http://bit.ly/LWFAssemblyYoutube
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AROUND HOSANNA… 
 
May 5th—7th—Youth Gathering ABT Synod 

May 10th—7pm Finance Meeting 

May 12th—7:30pm Women’s Bible Study @ Belmead Hall 

May 13th—11am Quilt Sale 

May 14th—Mother’s Day 

       - Worship Service goes to one service at 10am  

May 16th—2pm Seniors 

May 17th—Council Meeting 

May 20th—Youth: Year-end Event 

May 22nd—Victoria Day/ Church Office Closed 

May 27th—12pm Community Meal 

May 28th  - 11:15am El Salvador Information Session 

May 29th—W&M Meeting 

STAFF AWAY 

DATES: 

Pastor Anna              

on furlough                    

May 19th—June 2nd  
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MAY 2017 VOLUNTEER CHART 
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MAY 2017 CALENDAR 
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